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Overall health status ςLower than 

Thailand, Malaysia, Japan and Korea

·The 70 years average life expectancy at birth is more 
than 15 years shorter than those of developed countries.

·The infant mortality rate of about 35 per thousand live 
births translates into 80,000 Filipino babies dying of 
preventable causes each year

·Maternal mortality ratio that has remained well above 
150 per 100,000 live births ɀmeaning more than 3,000 
Filipinas dying unnecessarily every year.



LEB over 80 years

IMR less than 10

MM less than 15

LEB under 60 years

IMR over 90

MM over 150



Inequity in Health Outcomes
Average Fertility Rate by Income Quintiles

Income Group Average Fertility 
Rate (Desired)

A 2.0 (1.9)

B 2.4

C 3.7

D 4.7

E 5.6  (3.1)



Six Building Blocks of a Health 
System
·Organization of Health Services

·Human Resources for Health

·Regulatory Mechanisms

·Health Information Systems

·Governance Structures

·Health Care Financing



Organization of Health Services
·Public - Private Sector imbalance

·Highly resourced private sector servicing 20-30 % of 
population

·Health promotion/Disease prevention lag behind 
Curative Service provision

·Fragmentation of Services

·Overspecialization of curative services  (private sector  
cherry-picking of lucrative specialties)

·Devolution of health services  - national and local

·Weak regulatory mechanisms



Result: Inequitable Access to 
Health Services
·Less than 50% of poor women get vitamin 

supplements compared to 80% of high income women

·2% of lowest quintile women and 20% of highest 
quintile have caesarean sections

·Less than 50% of children from lowest quintile homes 
compared to 80% from highest quintile are 
immunized

·Each year, less than 5% of the estimated 3000 new 
Filipino end-stage renal disease cases can have kidney 
transplants




